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rates; however, there is no correlation between a school’s 
effectiveness and the affl uence of  its students.

What other information is available?
The information on student achievement collected by the 
state is also used to create Student Projection Reports, 
which show how a student has performed on past 
achievement tests and how he or she can be expected 
to perform in the future. They can help you determine 
whether your child is on a path to success, or if  you need 
to seek additional help before it’s too late.

Depending on the grade level of  the child in question, 
available reports may include the student’s projected 
success on the TCAP test, End of  Course tests, Gateway 
tests, or the ACT college entrance exam. To learn more 
about these reports, contact your child’s school or visit the 
Education Consumers Foundation’s website (below).

What should I do with this information?
We believe that every school has the potential to be a 
great school, helping its students be all they can be. If  you 
want to ensure that all children in Sumner County receive 
an effective education, we would encourage you to learn 
about local school performance and contact your local 
representatives to let them know that this is an important 
issue to their constituents.

Why is the Education Consumers Foundation 
sending out this information?
The Education Consumers Foundation is a nonprofi t 
organization dedicated to advancing the interests of  
education’s consumers. It provides this information as a 
public service in fulfi llment of  its mission.

Many Sumner County elementary and middle schools are 
advancing students well beyond the state average. What can 
we do to help those that are not?

The Education Consumers Foundation believes that 
parents and other education stakeholders are best served 
by having access to clear and complete information on the 
performance of  local schools, and that this information 
can be used to drive school improvement. This guide 
provides Sumner County residents access to school 
performance data published by the Tennessee Department 
of  Education. (For more information from the state on 
Sumner schools, see www.k-12.state.tn.us/rptcrd06.)

What are these charts?
The charts found on the following pages rank Tennessee 
schools according to their effectiveness at creating gains in 
student achievement as measured by the Tennessee Value-
Added Assessment System, or TVAAS. Schools shown in 
green, at the top right part of  these charts, have done a 
superior job of  helping students learn. Schools found in 
red, at the bottom left area of  these charts, have been far 
less effective at helping students achieve.

What information is contained in the tables?
The tables below each chart provide additional information 
on schools in Sumner County, including their effectiveness 
rankings against other schools in the county and in the 
state; the percentage of  students receiving free or reduced 
lunch, a standard indicator of  poverty rates; and the 
percentage of  students rated profi cient in reading and math 
on the 2006 TCAP test.

Taken together, there is a clear correlation between the 
affl uence of  a student body and its TCAP profi ciency 

To see additional information on school performance in Tennessee, visit:

www.education-consumers.org/sumner.htm



Elementary Schools • Sumner County, TN

Rank: Sumner Rank: Tennessee School Free/Reduced Lunch TCAP/Math TCAP/Reading

1        x 37        x   Bethpage Elementary 50.9%        x 97.0%     x 96.0%     x

2        x 129        x   Oakmont Elementary 34.9%        x 96.0%     x 99.0%     x

3        x 131        x   Westmoreland Elementary 46.4%        x 94.0%     x 94.0%     x

4        x 204        x   Howard Elementary 56.0%        x 94.0%     x 94.0%     x

5        x 315        x   George Whitten Elementary (Wessington) 33.8%        x 91.0%     x 95.0%     x

6        x 365        x   J.W. Wiseman Elementary 53.8%        x 92.0%     x 92.0%     x

7        x 391        x   Gene W. Brown Elementary 41.0%        x 96.0%     x 93.0%     x

8        x 398        x   Walton Ferry Elementary 27.2%        x 94.0%     x 96.0%     x

9        x 404        x   Union Elementary Year Round School 8.2%        x 98.0%     x 98.0%     x

10        x 408        x   Benny C. Bills Elementary 65.1%        x 92.0%     x 86.0%     x

11        x 413        x   Watt Hardison Elementary 37.3%        x 95.0%     x 93.0%     x

        x12        x 428        x   Madison Creek Elementary 17.5%        x 97.0%     x 96.0%     x

        x13        x 445        x   J.C. Anderson Elementary 8.0%        x 98.0%     x 98.0%     x

14        x 536        x   Harold B. Williams Elementary 23.6%        x 96.0%     x 93.0%     x

15        x 545        x   Beech Elementary 11.9%        x 97.0%     x 96.0%     x

16        x 555        x   Millersville Elementary 64.0%        x 85.0%     x 84.0%     x

17        x 578        x   Indian Lake Elementary 3.4%        x 99.0%     x 98.0%     x

18        x 620        x   Lakeside Park Elementary 22.8%        x 93.0%     x 95.0%     x

19        x 628        x   Guild Elementary 67.4%        x 88.0%     x 91.0%     x

20        x 648        x   Nannie Smith Berry Elementary 25.4%        x 98.0%     x 98.0%     x

21        x 667        x   Vena Stuart Elementary 70.5%        x 86.0%     x 85.0%     x

22        x 682        x   Clyde Riggs Elementary 52.3%        x 90.0%     x 89.0%     x

23        x 722        x   North Sumner Elementary 52.8%        x 93.0%     x 94.0%     x
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Middle Schools* • Sumner County, TN
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Rank: Sumner Rank: Tennessee School Free/Reduced Lunch TCAP/Math TCAP/Reading

1        x 9        x Merrol Hyde Magnet School 2.3%        x        98.0%     x 100.0%     x

2        x 182        x White House Middle School 30.2%        x 92.0%     x 94.0%     x

3        x 222        x Robert E. Ellis 11.4%        x 98.0%     x 98.0%     x

4        x 241        x Westmoreland Middle 45.5%        x 89.0%     x 91.0%     x

5        x 320        x T.W. Hunter Middle School 20.2%        x 92.0%     x 95.0%     x

6        x 336        x Joe Shafer Middle 53.8%        x 84.0%     x 89.0%     x

7        x 343        x Rucker Stewart Middle 55.5%        x 86.0%     x 90.0%     x

8        x 474        x V.G. Hawkins Middle School 26.1%        x 91.0%     x 95.0%     x

9        x 481        x Portland Middle School 47.5%        x 84.0%     x 87.0%     x

10        x 487        x Knox Doss Middle School 16.7%        x 91.0%     x 93.0%     x

LEGEND FOR CHARTS AND TABLES

*Note that the Middle Schools category includes K-8 and K-12 schools

About the chart - Each colored vertical line represents the average 
yearly achievement gain of a Tennessee elementary or middle school 
in reading and math. Schools are arranged from the most eff ective 
(top right part of the chart) to least eff ective (bottom left).

The top horizontal line represents the state average; the bottom 
horizontal line represents Tennessee’s baseline level of achievement. 

Grades are assigned by the state department of education.

Rank: Sumner - The eff ectiveness rankings of Sumner County 
elementary and middle schools compared with others in the district.

Rank: Tennessee - The eff ectiveness rankings of Sumner County  
elementary and middle schools compared with others in the state.

Free/Reduced Lunch - The percentage of students at each school 
who receive free or reduced lunch; this number is commonly used as 
an indicator of poverty rates in a school.

TCAP/Math - The percentage of students who were ranked as 
profi cient or higher in math on the 2006 TCAP test.

TCAP/Reading - The percentage of students who were ranked as 
profi cient or higher in reading on the 2006 TCAP test.



Directory of Contacts • Sumner County, TN
We believe that every school can be a great school, providing substantial value to the education of  every child. If  you’d like to fi nd out what 

Sumner County elementary and middle schools are doing to help every child be all that they can be, we encourage you to contact the people below:

Brenda Green
Beech Elementary
3120 Long Hollow Pike
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-2700

Ken Henderson
Benny C. Bills Elementary
1030 Union School Road
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 451-6577

Bill Johnson
Bethpage Elementary
 420 Old Highway 31 E 
Bethpage, TN 37022
Phone: (615) 841-3212

Steve Hilgadiack
Clyde Riggs Elementary
211 Fountain Head Road
Portland, TN 37148
Phone: (615) 325-2391

Doug Binkley
Gene W. Brown Elementary
115 Gail Drive
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-8633

Adam Cripps
George A Whitten Elementary
140 Scotch Street
Hendersonville, TN 37075
(615) 824-3258

Lance Taylor
Guild Elementary
1018 South Water Street
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-5583

Judith Burt
Harold B. Williams Elementary
115 South Palmer Chapel Road
White House, TN 37188
Phone: (615) 672-6432

Cindy Swaff ord
Howard Elementary
805 Long Hollow Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-3025

Jewell Mc Ghee-Rader
Indian Lake Elementary
505 Indian Lake Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-6810

Dale Wix
J W Wiseman Elementary
922 South Broadway
Portland, TN 37148
Phone: (615) 325-8580

Carolyn Lassiter
Jack Anderson Elementary
250 Shutes Lane
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 264-5830

David Hallman
Joe Shafer Middle School
240 Albert Gallatin Boulevard
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-9100

Mike Brown
Knox Doss Middle School
281 Big Station Camp Boulevard
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 206-0116

Vicki Shelton
Lakeside Park Elementary
204 Dolphus Drive
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-5151

Jim Daniels
Madison Creek Elementary
1040 Madison Creek Road
Goodlettsville, TN 37072
Phone: (615) 859-4991

Brad Schreiner
Merrol Hyde Magnet School
128 Township Drive
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 264-6543

Olivia Isenburg
Millersville Elementary
1248 Louisville Highway
Goodlettsville, TN 37072
Phone: (615) 859-1439

Kathy Kimble
Nannie Berry Elementary
138 Indian Lake Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 822-3123

Terry Herndon
North Sumner Elementary
1485 North Sumner Road
Bethpage, TN 37022
Phone: (615) 888-2281

Jeff  Witt
Oakmont Elementary
3323 Highway 76 
Cottontown, TN 37048
Phone: (615) 325-5313

Jim Butler
Portland Middle School
604 South Broadway 
Portland, TN 37148
Phone: (615) 325-4146

Opal Poe
Robert E Ellis Middle
100 Indian Lake Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 264-6093

Andrew Turner
Rucker Stewart Middle
350 Hancock Street
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-1734

Carla Easterling
T. W. Hunter Middle School
2101 New Hope Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 822-4720

Billy Nolen
Union Elementary
516 Carson Street
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-0737

Jeff  Helbig
V G Hawkins Middle School
487 A. Walton Ferry Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-3456

Dr Brenda Valentine
Vena Stuart Elementary
780 Hart Street
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: (615) 452-1486

Danny Sullivan
Walton Ferry Elementary
732 Walton Ferry Road
Hendersonville, TN 37075
Phone: (615) 824-3217

Theresa Levatino
Watt Hardison Elementary
300 Gibson Street
Portland, TN 37148
Phone: (615) 325-3233

Linda Cash
Westmoreland Elementary
3012 Thompson Lane
Westmoreland, TN 37186
Phone: (615) 644-2340

Danny Robinson
Westmoreland Middle School
4128 Hawkins Drive
Westmoreland, TN 37186
Phone: (615) 644-3003

Jerry W. Apple
White House Middle School
2020 Highway 31 West 
White House, TN 37188
Phone: (615) 672-4379

In addition to contacting individual schools, parents and other community members may also be interested in talking with representatives of  
the Sumner County Board of  Education; they can be reached at (615) 451-5200 or online at www.sumnerschools.org. You may also wish 

to get involved with COMPASS, a community organization focusing on developing partnerships between the business community and 
Sumner County Schools to improve student success. You can reach them at (615) 451-5200 x1048 or online at www.sumnercompass.org.

This report was published by the Education Consumers Foundation as a public service to parents 
and other education stakeholders in Sumner County, TN. For more information about education in 
Tennessee, to join our email list, or to learn how you can support our work, please visit us online at:

www.education-consumers.org


